Fibrous hamartoma of infancy: a histochemical and immunohistochemical study.
Fibrous hamartoma of infancy is an uncommon lesion, the histogenesis and biological nature of which are uncertain. Ten cases have been studied by light microscopy, mucin histochemistry and immunohistochemistry. The typical histological features are presented. The presence of hyaluronic acid and of chondroitin-4- and -6-sulphate and keratan sulphate has been demonstrated in different components of the tumour. Vimentin positivity was noted in the undifferentiated and fibroblastic components. The implications of these findings are discussed. Whether the lesion merits the designation of hamartoma or is, in fact, a benign neoplasm remains obscure.